BS6 — Going Beyond Sunday: Establishing a Christian Worldview
Apologia: Reason to Hope

Total Devotion ‘10 – ‘11

Introduction: Going beyond Sunday...

Thank you all for hearing me out earlier this month! It was a privilege for me to share with you all the things that the Lord has instilled within me about the importance of “going beyond Sunday” with my commitment to Him. I pray that the Lord is working in that way in your mind, heart, and life.

As some of you know and some of you will find out, establishing a Christian worldview is not sterile “busy work.” It is an extremely dynamic process! Until the day the Lord perfects us, He is constantly reshaping, remodeling, fixing, mending, confronting, and (in more Biblical terms) sanctifying us. There is more to being a Christian than being “converted” for a short season. 

This Bible study will be a slight review of what was shared during this month’s message and will also include new items, including some fieldwork. Without further delay, let’s start!

What is a worldview, anyway? – A BRIEF REVIEW

1. Describe what a worldview is in your own words:

2. According to Ravi Zacharias, what are three tests to determine the quality of one’s worldview? How do we know that a worldview is a good one? Briefly describe the significance of each test.


a. ____________ consistency


b. ____________ adequacy


c. ____________ relevance


Decisions, decisions, decisions...

Now that we’ve reviewed the definition of worldview and the qualities of a good worldview, let’s figure out where we stand personally. This section will be focused on answering this question: what is my worldview? 

3. Have you experienced any unplanned events this past week? How did you respond?

4. What big or significant decisions are you anticipating to make in the near future? What is going through your mind regarding this decision?






5. Schedule Activity

Figure out what a “typical” weeks looks like for you and fill out this schedule sheet. 

	
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Midnight
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Noon
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6. FIELDWORK: Take some time to ask someone about his / her worldview. You can start the conversation by asking these questions:

· Why do you do the things you do?

· Have you had to make any major decisions recently? What did you do? Why?

Jot down here observations, questions, and/or thoughts from the conversation(s). 

“Are you a Christian? What is your worldview?”

Let’s say someone asks you this question (the one in the heading). Being a Bible whiz, you immediately list the core tenets of the Christian faith:

“A Christian worldview means that you believe in the triune God, believe that men are sinful, believe that Jesus is God, believe that Jesus paid for our sins, believe that there is life after death, believe that God has a purpose for my earthly life....”

OR, your mind might go blank because you don’t know what to say or don’t know how to share about the Christian worldview.

This next section will focus on reconsidering the meaning behind “old” truths about the Christian faith and how they call us to live. Whether you’re unfamiliar or unfamiliar with Christianity, this section has something for you. 

7. Study these Bible passages. What do they tell us about the formal Christian worldview? Going further, how should these verses inform our personal worldview?


a. Exodus 20:3 



b. Matthew 22:37-40 


c. Romans 12:3-5 



d. 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23 




8. If there are any other verses that come to mind regarding the formal Christian worldview, jot them down here and share them with your small group.
 “Wow! Is that your worldview?”

If we follow the formal Christian formula, we should be living lives of love for the Lord and for other people. People should see Jesus Christ in us. However, that is often not the case. There is often a break—a divorce—between what we say and how we actually live. We may believe that God is the source of knowledge, but we don’t read His Word. We may believe that God listens to us, but we don’t spend time praying. We may believe that God is the source of true, everlasting pleasure, but we seek the world’s good to fill this void. This is a tragedy because the power of our Christian testimony lies more in our lives than in our words. 

This section will focus on self-evaluation. Take advantage of the opportunity to share your struggles, ask your questions, and request for accountability within your small group.

9. Do you experience a break between your formal and personal worldview? Where does the break occur for you?




What does it mean to be a Christian?
This is the question of the day: what does it mean to be a Christian? Rather than hitting this question head-on, Eunice listed several contrasting characteristics in order to draw out an answer: (1) true vs. cultural, (2) living vs. dead, (3) thinking vs. dogmatic, (4) risky vs. dead, (5) loving vs. being lovable, and (6) worshipful vs. worthy. 

This section will not reiterate what Eunice shared in the message, so if you missed anything please listen to the mp3 available online. Rather than reviewing, this section will include questions that were not fully answered in the message. Write down your thoughts and discuss these questions within your small group.

10. What is the difference between faith and fantasy? Is there a difference?








11. Read Matthew 7:24-27. What does this parable tell us about the Christian faith? What is it built upon? 



 

The struggle of building a Christian worldview

Christians face struggles from within and without when seeking to establish a Christian worldview. This next section will focus on one struggle in particular—media.  

According to Kaiser Family Foundation, “8-18 year olds devote an average of 7 hours and 38 minutes to using entertainment media across a typical day (more than 53 hours a week). And because they spend so much of that time ‘media multitasking’ (using more than one medium at a time) they actually manage to pack a total of 10 hours and 45 minutes worth of media content into those 7 ½ hours.” (January 20, 2010)  If our culture and our personal lives are moving in this direction, we must think through our entertainment choices with the Lord in mind.

This section is not meant to demonize television, youtube or other forms of entertainment. In and of themselves they are neutral forms of technology. However, most of you will agree that man uses media to propogate man-centered philosophies, glamorize immorality, and trivialize weighty issues about life. To put it bluntly, this kind of material is trash in the Lord’s eyes. In light of this trend, this section will ask you (1) to think through your entertainment choices and (2) to submit this area of your life to the Lord. 

12. Do you have any opinions regarding mass media forms? What do you think about them?




13. Read Philippians 4:8 and 1 Corinthians 10:23. What do they mean? How should these verses guide our entertainment choices?





Coram Deo

Will you pray this with me?

Dear Lord,



You are the only one with the most precise and accurate view on reality. Your worldview is the best worldview and we want to conform our personal worldview to Yours. 


Will you please help us to live the way you want us to live? If we commit to making radical changes in our lives, help us to follow through with them. If we need to break out of our “bubbles” and begin to truly love those around us, empower us with Your Spirit. If we need to rearrange our priorities, cause us to take real steps of faith in the right direction. Will you instill within us the perspective that the Apostle Paul had when he said, “I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord...” (Phil. 3:8)  


We trust that you will complete and perfect the good work you started in us (Phil. 1:6) and we look forward to seeing how you will do that in us!






We pray these things in the unique name of Jesus Christ,













Amen.
Here are some questions that you can consider:


What is the apparent moral stance of the work in question?


What is the apparent worldview of the author?


What can be accepted—i.e. what is true?


What must be rejected as untrue?


Should one retreat from or participate in culture, and to what extent?


Can participation in this cultural artifact be used for God’s glory?


Will participation be detrimental to one’s spiritual life?


Is this a personal problem area?


Has the person’s obedience been compromised to a point that he/she doesn’t recognize this as a problem area? Is there a wholehearted desire to glorify God by discerning obedience, or is the person being fooled into thinking that sin is not sin or that temptation is not temptation?
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